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2344 AD, CHINA 
WUZHANG PLAINS 


CHAN- 
CELLOR/ 


SIR 
CHAN- 
CELLOR/ 


THE WAR 
1S LOST. 


SHU IMPERIAL 
CHANCELLOR 
ZHUGE LIANG 
(COURTESY NAME, 
KONGMING) 





MY LIFE 
WILL SOON 
FLICKER, 
THEN 


I ONLY HOPE 
MY NEXT LIFE 


OF BLOOD- 
SHED... 


I WISH 
70 BE 
BORN IN A 
WORLD OF 
FEACE... 


CHAN- 
CELLOR// 


Pe, 
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ONE HIGH 
QUALITY 
COSTUME, 

DUDE 


EEE 
yg ae 


fae 


oes 


ee 
VLE 


boot ncaa sareccpraeatts saci 


z Ege 


AWESOME, 
MAN/ HERE, 
HAVE A 

















THIS... ./ 


THIS MUST Ss 
BE ONE OF THE NS i IT SEARS 
== TORMENTSOF : } = MY VERY 
/ THAT , PURGATORY! » (en B THROAT! 
WAS TOP- : : 
SHELF 
TEQUILA, 
\ DUDE! 












CLUBBING? 
THE NEXT 

VERY WELL. LAYER OF 
I SHALL YIELD a 
TO MY NEXT ; 
PUNISHMENT. 








UNTHINK- 
ABLE, THAT 
THE WORLD 


WOULD BE SO bling 


INCREDIELY 
BOISTEROUS... 


THIS 


HERE’S 
KONGMING/ 
BE NICE 
NOW, 
‘KAY?! 








THE NOISE 
REVERBERATES 
TO THE FITOF = 
MY STOMACH... .! 3 





THIS... 
THIS MUST 
BE ANOTHER 
TORTURE... 














THIS 






Dear Za 
- TORTURE... 


seal Gy 
7 
ginny 


THE SOURCE 
OF ALL THIS 
NOISE MUST 





































































































AS THE SOUND 
BLENDS WITH 
HER SINGING 

VOICE... 


RESULTING 
HARMONY /S 
FAR FROM 
HELLISH... 


STRESS OF 
PURGATORY! 


THE MUSIC 
FLOWS INTO MY 
BODY LIKE THE 
== MUDDY STREAMS 
OF THE YANGTZE 





THAT’S 
NOT TRUE. 
YOU’RE 
WORKING 



































NO 
ONE’S EVEN 
LISTENING TO 
MY SET... 


I DON’T 
ACTUALLY 
HAVE THE 

CHOPS FOR 
SINGING... 


C’MON, MAN. 
YOU KNOW 
YOU CAN’T GET 
TALENT FROM 
“WORKING 
HARD.” 





TO THINK 
A SONG- 
STRESS OF 
PURGATORY 
WOULD BE 
SO DIVINE... 


ALLOW ME 
TO COMMAND 
THE ARMIES 
OF THE DEAD/ 
TO BATTLE 
AGAINST THE 
MANY SPIRITS 
OF THE UNDER- 
WORLD! 


YOUR 
SPLENDID 
VOICE... 


HAS 
LEFT ME 
SORELY 

IMPRESSED, 
MY LADY. 


) 4 


I WISH TO 
EXPERIENCE 
MORE OF 
PURGATORY’S 
DELIGHTS/ 











ALL RIGHTY, 
DUDE/ WATCH 
YOURSELF AND 
LAY OFF THE 
BOOZE MY 


\y 


I") 


LET’S GO 
DRINKIN?! 











EIKO- 
CHAN, YOU 
READY? 
YOU'RE UP 
AGAIN. 


HEHEHEH... 


PERHAPS OH, PUR- 
NOT BE SO 
TERRIBLE 

AFTER ALL... 




















THANKS 












IT’S 
FREEZING// HELP, 


EIKO! 














)DUDE’S. 








ACCURSED 
SIMA YI... | 








IT’S 
MORNING, 
P. 











MAN. YOU 
SHOULD 
GET U 
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VOICE... 

















OH, 
YOU’R 
AWAKE! 












































THAT VOICE... 

y me IS THAT YOU, 

WERE : Wa PURGATORY 
YOU THE | | SONGSTRESS? 


ONE WHO 
BROUGHT 
ME HERE? 

































WHAT 














HEHEHEH... 


THE HECK’S 
WRONG WITH Br antes 
2 
YOU, MAN? 
, I FREEZE 
THIS AIN’T 
TO DEATH... 
LIFE/ 
ALREADY IN 
PURGATORY? 


WHERE... 
AM I? 























WHO’RE 
YOU CALLIN’ 

























YOU WERE PURGATORY 
GONNA FREEZE 
TO DEATH, 
SLEEPING IN SAVED YOUR 
THE MIDDLE OF DAMN LIFE, 
THE STREET MAN! 





LIKE THAT! 













































































I’VE RE- 
GAINED MY 
YOUTH.../ 


MANNER OF 
SORCERY 
IS THIS? 


WHAT KIND 
OF CRAZY 
ARE YOU ON, 


UNBELIEV- 
ABLE.../ 


THAT’S 
JUST A 
MIRROR/ 





BUT... 
HOW IS THAT 
POSSIBLE...? 





A MIRROR... 
THAT’S WHAT 
YOU CALL THIS 
WATER-LIKE 
REFLECTION? 


\ COULD IT 
\ 





Oe 


MPOSSIBLE...! 
, | | I DIED AT 

EVEN THE a ” i WLUZHANG 

QIMEN DUNTIA = WINS A PLAINS... 
NEVER REVEALED Wy 

A SPELL THAT : y 
COULD REVIVE eS ow iil 

THE DEADII*  . 


Pyne 


*QIMEN DUNJIA ( 27F938F ) - AN ANCIENT FORM OF CHINESE DIVINATION THAT STRETCHES BACK TO THE WARRING STATES AND IS STILL USED TODAY. 





MY 
APOLOGIES, 
YOUNG 
LADY... I 
JUST HAD A 
THOUGHT... 


THUS, IN THIS 
LIFETIME, I MAY 
CONTINUE TO 
PURSUE MY GOAL 
OF UNIFICATION, 
BRINGING PEACE 
TO THE WORLD’S 
PEOPLE. 


2 

IF YouRE MMM: 
SOBERED UP 

NOW, THEN 

CAN YOU 
PLEASE GET 

OUT OF MY 
APARTMENT? 


YO, DUDE! 
YOU’RE NOT 
THINKING ABOUT 


RETAINED 

MY KNOWL- 

EDGE AND 
EXPERI- 
ENCE... 





MY 
COURTESY 
NAME IS 
KONGMING. 


BY THE WAY, IT 
SEEMS LIKE YOU 
DON’T HAVE YOUR 
WALLET AND YOUR 
SMARTPHONE. 
YOU GONNA BE 


4 

WILL you OKAY? 
BE ABLE 
TO GET 
HOME? 


MY APOLOGIES 
FOR THE LATE 
INTRODUCTION. 
MY FAMILY NAME 
IS ZHUGE, GIVEN 
NAME LIANG. 





I’M EIKO 
TSUKIMI. 
YOU CAN 
CALL ME 





HUH? 
Ses THIS 


YOU'RE NOT, 
LIKE, ONE OF THING! 
THOSE ANTI- 
SMARTPHONE 
PEOPLE, 
RIGHT...7 


Zo, 


lan 
y 


( e 


WHAT 
IS THIS 
“SMART- 
PHONE” YOU 
SPEAK OF? 














PLASTIC 
BOTTLE/! 














YOU’VE 
NEVER 
SEEN A 
HUMIDI- 
FIER 
BEFORE?! 


I...DON’T 
KNOW ABOUT 
THAT ONE... 





SUCH 
DETAILED 
ART IN SUCH 
A MINUSCULE 
FORM.../ 


EIKO/ I SEE 
SMOKE/ 
HOW AWFUL/ 
WE MUST 
DOUSE IT 
IMMEDIATELY/! 





YES, 
BECAUSE 
ITS A 
DAMN 
CLOCK! 


A 
SCRIPTURE IS THIS 
OF SOME wane 
SORT? THE 
WORDS 
APPEAR AND 
DISAPPEAR 
WITHOUT A 





LADY EIKO! 
WHAT ARE 
THOSE 
MOVING 
NEEDLES?! 
THEY MOVE 
ON THEIR 
OWN, WITHOUT 
INTERFER- 
ENCE/ 


LADY 
EIKO, WHAT 
COULD THIS 
BE? 








UNBELIEV- 
ABLE... 



























Savon THERE IS 
hat STILL SO | 
polngrgh MUCH I DO | 
sp NOT KNOW 
: ABOUT THIS 


WORLD... 
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LADY EIKO...I MAY 
KNOW LITTLE ABOUT 
THIS WORLD, BUT 
WOULD YOU AT LEAST 
TEACH ME ABOUT 
THIS CONTRAPTION 
CALLED THE “SMART- 
PHONE”? 




















TALENT, 
MY LADY... 


FERAL 
SOMME TES THs ES ie aa 
A A A 


: IS NOT SOMETHING A 
TIM Fea HUMAN IS BORN WITH. 
“a6 | 7 IT IS SOMETHING WE 
BUILD WITH EFFORT 
AND LEARNING. 











I AMA 
MAN OF SOME 
CONSIDERABLE 
LEARNING, AND 
NOTHING WOULD 
DELIGHT ME MORE 
THAN TO BESTOW 
MY WISDOM 
UPON YOU. 








WORK, 
ANYWAYS. 








HOW WOULD THIS 
“BLOCKCHAIN’ BE 
CREATED? 





YOU ASKED 

QUESTIONS 

I= FOR FOUR 
HOURS 

STRAIGHT! 





OUSLY, 
WHAT IS 
YOUR 
DEAL?! 


















| IT’S EVEN 
HOW LONG A | WRITTEN 
ARE YOU < ) Pa eee 
GONNA TRY ) ; PAGE.” 
TO KEEP ‘> . 
THAT UP?/ 


YET, THE 
WORDS THAT 
ESCAPE MY 
LIPS COME 
OUT AS THE 
LANGUAGE 
YOU SPEAK. 


ZZ 


IT’S AS IF 
EVERYTHING 
WAS PRE- 
ORDAINED... 


YOU 
SHOULD’VE 
BEEN LONG 

DEAD, MY 
MAN. 


C’/MON/ 
WHAT 
KINDA 

EXPLANA- 

TION IS 

THAT?! 


INDEED. 

I DIDN’T 
REALIZE IT 

BEFORE 





I UNDERSTAND 
THE WORDS 
AS IF I KNEW 
/T FROM MY 
PAST LIFE. 






















BUT YOU 

CAN SPEAK 
JAPANESE 
JUST FINE/ 


THAT... 
KONGMING? 
GUY? HE’S 
FROM 
ANCIENT 
CHINA, 
ISN’T HE? 












DOESN'T F 
ADD uP, LAN 
DUDE. hg L/ 





ACCORDING 
TO THE WIKI... 


YES, AND FOR 
SOME UNKNOWN 
REASON, I AWOKE 
IN THIS ERA. 




















YEAH, x SO, THIS IS e | 
WHATEVER. | , HOW WORD OF . 8 MAAR ey 
I'VE GOTTA for THOSE BATTLES “J BELLION, THE 
GO WASH MY 4 Gee nee PASSED BATTLE OF 
FACE AND = [itil oe Z\ DOWN TO THE ge GUANDU, THE 
PREP FOR 1 on eee Sa CURRENT BATTLE OF RED 
WORK. fare REE DAYS... CLIFFS... 





















































IN THE SAME YEAR, Vs ig & IN THE 
LIU BEI DECLARED |\_ — \\ “| YEAR 216, 
HIMSELF THE KING |) sell CAO CAO 
OF HANZHONG. = os BECAME 
HEHEHEH... MY, We: “THE KING 
HOW NOSTALGIC... /- J We OF WEI. 











NOVEMBER... 





sO, 
SHU TRULY 
DID FALL... 


Ez 


AND NOW, 
NOT A 
FAMILIAR 
FACE IS IN 
SIGHT... 











AFTER, THE 
SIMA CLAN 
UNITED THE 


COUNTRY... BUT 
IT LASTED NOT, 


AND CHAOS 
CLAIMED THE 
LAND ONCE 


AE 


\\ 
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a 

































































































IT’S 
NOTHING, 
MY LADY. 







WHAT’S 
UP, KONG- 
MING? 





















































sen EIRRI SOREL 






















































































TO 
ets 


ss 


ete 


all 


oe 
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LET’S BUILD A 
WORLD DEVOID 
OF BLOODSHED 
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SS: 





IT BRINGS 
JOY TO 
THOSE WHO 





HEAR IT. 























? YOU 


REALLY 
THINK SO? 
HEHEHE... 


a 
~ 
x 


S 





AMATEUR 


BUT I'M 
JUST AN 
SINGER... 



























































iz 


THAT? 


ERR... LIKE, 
STILL STUDYING 
SOMETHIN’ LIKE 


o 
q 
x 
uw 
z 
O 
tl 
= 
O 
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Hah 

1 AW, DUDE! : 

'{| C/MON, MAN, | / 

,) =EVERYONE§ = [Ij 
WAS REALLY 

INTO IT/ i 
YOU’RE [ZZ 
JUST x 
































THAT BEING 
SAID, WHAT 
I HEARD 
YESTERDAY 
AT THAT 
THAT WAS = "CLUB"... 
NOTHING 
MORE THAN 
DISCORDANT 

















WE GOTTA 
LAND ALL 
THE TRENDS 
OR PEOPLE 
WON'T BE 
INTERESTED. 









































I HEAR 
UNFAMILIAR 


THIS BE? 
A FLUTE 
OF SOME 
SORT? 


THE 
SINGER 
IS QUITE 
SKILLED. 





































NOISE. 























HIP- 
HOP... 


TRANCE... 














HOWEVER, 
I REMAIN 
IGNORANT 
OF FAR TOO 
MUCH IN 


THIS WORLD. 


I MUST FIRST 
BROADEN MY 
KNOWLEDGE. 


YOU’RE 

TOTES 

GONNA 
LOVE 


THE 
MUSIC OF 
THIS GENER- 
ATION TRULY 
FASCINATES 











I WILL 
NEED WAR 
THUS, I SHALL 
EXCHANGE MY FUNDS... 


SERVICES TO 
RAISE MONEY! 








es 





ARE YOU 
SERIOUSLY 
GONNA WEAR 

THAT 


N 
OF 


- 


SO 
DON’T SAY 
FRONT 


ANYTHING 





WEIRD 


MY SIDE 
TONIGHT. 


THE STARS 
ARE ON 


) 
a4 
<< 
uu 
a¥ 
a 
<x 
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Z2ES 





_ >, 


eer 





MALLU LT TLL ULI 
































~e 
Ss 


pocaeesiaaiias 


YE: 


TO THE 
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Si= 
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=e 
= fi ul 
rae 
ul 2 


SSE 


SSH 











REQUIRE AN 
INFALLIBLE 
STRATEGY, 

THEN I SHALL 


ALLOW ME TO 
ACT THE ROLE 
OF “AN HONEST 
YOUNG MAN, OUT 
TO PURCHASE 
TEA FOR HIS 
GOOD MOTHER.” 


DEFINITELY 
| WORRIED. 
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YOU GOT 

IT? DON’T 

PISS OFF 

THE BOSS. 
HE’S HELLA 


WHY AREN’T YOU 
EVEN NERVOUS? 
I’M SWEATING 
BULLETS OVER 


THIS CANNOT 
COMPARE TO MY 


STRATEGIZING FOR 


THE BATTLE OF 
RED CLIFFS. 
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YA CALL 
YERSELF 
KONG- 
MING... 


























BB LOUNGE 
= OWNER 
| KOBAYASHI 

















GOD, 
KONGMING/! 
INTRODUCE 
YOURSELF! 









USE YOUR 
REAL NAME! [7 




















COURTESY 
NAME IS 
KONGMING! 


ENOUGH 
WITH THIS 
STUPID ACT! 
I SAID YOUR 
REAL NAME! 


56 














MY... 
FAMILY NAME 
IS ZHUGE, 
GIVEN NAME 
LIANG. 





B- 

BOSS... 

PLEASE, 
CALM 
DOWN! 





IF YER 
REALLY 


Boar 
Pe 
EEE 
LEI EY 
ree 
aes 





MA SU WAS 
KONGMING’S 
TREASURED 

PUPIL. 





WHY DID 
YOU SEND 
MA SU OUT 

FOR THE 
BATTLE OF 

JIETING? 


MA SU? 
WHAZZAT? 
MOUSSE? 





UNABLE TO STOP 
THE OPPOSING 
OF KONGMING’S 
MISIUDGEMENT, 

THE BATTLE 
WAS LOST. 


IF YOU TRULY 
ARE KONGMING, 
THEN YOU 
ABLE TO 
ANSWER 


DESPITE 
EVERYONE'S 
DISAPPROVAL, 
THE PROTECTION 
OF A STRATEGIC 
POINT TO MA SU. 


HUH? WHAT? 
SERIOUSLY, 


KONGMING? 


FAVORITES? 





8 


hs 


ALTHOUGH 
MANY HAD 
COUNSELED 
THAT I SEND 
WEI YAN OR 
WU YI... 


THAT 
WOULD NOT 
FULFILL THE 

NEED TO 
RAISE NEW 
BLOOD. 




















THAT MA 
SU WOULD 
BE ABLE TO Cy 
ACCOMPLISH a = 
SUCH A = 


YOU HAD 
PLACED 
TOO MUCH 
TRUST ON 
MA SU. 


THE STATE 
OF SHU LACKED 
THE PROPER 
TALENT. WE 
WERE IN DIRE 
NEED OF NEW 

. OFFICERS. 


THE OBJECTIVE 
WAS MERELY TO 
HALT THE ENEMY 


BUT THE 
TRUTH IS, HE 
COULDN’T. 











IN HINDSIGHT, 
THE REASON 
WHY THE 
BATTLE WAS 
LOST... 


WAS PERHAPS 
IN PART DUE 
TO MA SU'S 


EAGERNESS, 
TRYING TO 
URGE ME 
TO ATTACK 
CHANG/AN. 



































MA SU WAS THE 

ONE WHO HAD A 

PLAN TO STRIKE 
CHANG‘AN.* 





















































BUT ALL 
PART OF 
HIS PLAN? 


PERHAPS 
THAT IS 
JUST WHAT 
I WOULD 
PREFER TO 
BELIEVE. 
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Soe 


*CHANG‘AN (22) IS THE ANCIENT CAPITAL OF CHINA. 


SO 
YOU’RE 
SAYING 

THIS WAS 
NOTA 
MISTAKE... 


1 
CANNOT 
SAY... 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 
WITH YOU 

TWO? WHAT 
IS THIS EVEN 
ABOUT? 





WHY’RE 
YOU 
CRYING?! 


MA SU WAS 
EXECUTED FOR 
HIS FAILURE, AND 
THOUGH IT WAS THE 
FAULT OF HIS OWN 
LAPSE IN JUDGEMENT, 
KONGMING COULD 
ONLY WATCH IN 





AREN'T 
YOU A 
LITTLE TOO 3 


"RG - AN ICONIC SAYING TH 
STREAMING DOWN HIS FACE. 


KONGMING 
HAD NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO ABIDE TO 
THE LAWS OF 
THE ARMY. 

















*“KONGMING 
WEEPS AS 
MA SU IS BE- 
HEADED”...* 


MISSED 










BRILLIANT! 
ABSOLUTELY 
BRILLIANT! 


















THIS 
GUY’S GOT 
THE KONG- 
MING THING 
DOWN! 











THOUGH, I 
DO PREFER wees os 
THE LESS DETAILED 
FLAMBOYANT WAZ 
VERSION... 








AT ANY 
MOMENT, 

















HE’S 
A THREE 
KINGDOMS 
MANIAC... 








THEN 
LET’S GET 
YA RIGHT 
IN THERE! 
YOU START 
TODAY! 


OH, AND 
KEEP THOSE 
CLOTHES! 
NO NEED TO 
CHANGE/ 
















I’VE BEEN 
LOOKIN’ FOR 
A PART-TIMER 
_ WHO CAN 
KEEP UP WITH 
/CMME IN TALKIN’ 
THREE KING- 
DOMS. 









THE KIDS 
THESE DAYS 
DON’T KNOW 
NOTHIN’ 
ABOUT 
HISTORY. 
























I FINALLY 
GOT MYSELF A 
KONGMING TO 
WORK FOR ME/ 






































IT 
OUT! SO, 
ONGRATS/ 


OH WELL 
ALL WORKED 


Vc 





TR 








IT WOULD 
NEVER 
HAVE BEEN 
POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT 
YOUR HELP, 





I FAILED 
AGAIN... 


WHAT 
MIGHT 
BE THE 
PROBLEM, 
LADY 
EIKO? 


IT’S NOTHING! 
NO WORRIES! | 



















BY THE WAY, 
HOW’S YOUR 
STUDYING 
GOING? 
MEMORIZED 
HOW TO 
MAKE ALL 


THE DRINKS 
YET? 





AND DON’T 
IF YOU'VE WORRY IF 


GOT ANY YOU MESS 
QUESTIONS, + UP YOUR 


LIKE SINCE WE THEN ALLOW 


ME TO ASK 
TROPICAL JUST OPENED, he TO AS 


HOUSE AND WE USUALLY 
Aleg 6al Oe eee: QUESTION. 


AT AROUND THIS 
TO EASE = 100 BPM... SONG... 


PEOPLE IN. 
_ IT SEEMS MUCH 
SLOWER THAN 


THE ONE FROM 
YESTERDAY. 


FASTER GEN HOSHINO’S *KOI” 158 BPM BPM! 
THE BEAT, JUST BIEBER’S “SORRY” 100 BPM BEATS 


THE MORE REMIOROMEN’S *KONAYUKI” 82 BPM Phage 
IT HYPES — MINUTE. 


PEOPLE UP, AV) nue TENS 
ONE FROM Gatty, 
YESTERDAY 
WAS AROUND 
130 OR 160 
BPM. 

















YES, THAT 


Vl REMINDS ME. 
E SERIOUSLY, see | | ) ~ WHEN CHOU FEI WAS 
| | ~~ DRINKING AT OUR 
T TALKING ABOUT CELEBRATIONS 
MP E | THINGS I DON’T 


THE SURROUNDING 
- APPLAUSE HAD 
Ay ALWAYS BEEN 
iA in \\ MUCH FASTER. 
J N S 






i! UNDERSTAND? BS 
ml ‘ 


I 
wl 






VN 
<< 


W-WERE YOU 
GUYS TALKING 
ABOUT THREE 

KINGDOMS? 








C- 
COMING 
RIGHT 


WE 
DON’T HAVE 
ENOUGH 
PEOPLE ON 
THE FLOOR! 


























WHERE’S 
MY 
DRINK?! 


SO BUSY! 
IM DYING! 





KONGMING’S 
DOING OKAY... 










HURRY IT 
UP, WON’T 
YOU? 

















































THE TOTAL 
FOR YOUR SALTY 
DOG AND GIN AND 


FOR THE 
GUEST WHO 
ORDERED 








TONIC COMES Laka ie 
* 
TO 1,728 YEN. BAIGUIPL, 









SIR, YOUR 
MARTINI AND 
BACARDI. 













*ABOUT $17.00 USD. 











HEHEHE. 






ARE YOU 













THIS IS FAR SURE YOU’VE 
SIMPLER NEVER DONE 
THAN EVEN THIS BEFORE?! 

SERVING 






TEA, MY 



















T’LL 
Ae 

/ 4s YOU GO OV 

ee 2 AND 
, r / SING. 











OKAY! 
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ee Sc : 

oN SS SS ANN 
We SSK 

SQ 


~~ 


SSE 
M&s 


Sse SS 
SNE SSE 
SSS 


Se SS 
SS 


SA SS 
MQ 
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SHE’D GO | : . | 
FURTHER lo | SHOULDN’T 

JOINNGA  [& | BE HERE 
BIG AGENCY. | \... Wo ~ SINGIN’ ATA 
y TINY CLUB... 


CARA! aS | A BIG... 


AGENCY 


@eee 
























EIKO’S 
Hie Ge ae PRETTY OPEN 
BUT... AROUND YA. 









IT’S 
PRETTY 
RARE 
FOR 
HER. 





T. 


kK 
C9) 
uu 
a 
5 
~ 


ae 
wz 
~O 
zo 
Ea 
=u 


~w 
Lu 
Tr 
(9) 
2 
EE 
Lu 
ra) 


YOU GOT 
DRAGGED 
IN TO WORK 
RIGHT AWAY, 








SO YOU MUST 
BE EXHAUSTED, 



















































ALL 
LINGERING 
FATIGUE 
HAS BEEN 
WASHED 
AWAY. 















































NOT AT ALL. 
I WAS BLESSED 

WITH YOUR 

BEAUTIFUL 
SINGING ONCE 
AGAIN. 














w-wow, 
I CAN’T 
BELIEVE YOU 
SAID THAT WITH 
A STRAIGHT 
FACE! 











RASSED?! 





I 
FLATTERED, 
THOUGH 









--e-LOSE THEIR 







































eoNy LIVES ON THE 
CANDID BATTLEFIELD, 
a ee OPINIONS, WITHOUT BEING 
COULD WHILE HONEST CHANCE TO” 
ALIVE... FEELINGS... LEAVE EVEN A 
SINGLE WORD 


BEHIND. 


























I’M OFTEN 
PLAGUED 
WITH THESE 
THOUGHTS. 


SHARE A 
BIT... 





MY FAMILY 
SITUATIONS 
PRETTY 
COMPLI- 
IT’S... 
NOT REALLy CATED. 
THAT GREAT 
AT HOME... 























I CAME 
TO SHIBUYA 
ONE DAY ON 
THATWAS A CLASS 
WHEN I 
ACTUALLY TRIP. 
THOUGHT... 
I COULDN’T 
HANDLE IT 
ANYMORE... 














SIDERED 
JUMPING 
OFF THE 
PLATFORM 
AND ENDING 
IT ALL. 



































BUT THAT 
WAS WHEN 
THE BOSS 
STOPPED 



































IF YOU 


oy WE'VE GOT 
Sino. A SPECIAL 


ae GUEST | 
Lae, | Baousir 


4 a on CLUB... 

















SHE WAS 
ACTUALLY 
A SINGER 
FROM THE 

STATES. 


I JUST REALLY 
ADMIRED HER... 
I WANTED TO BE 
ABLE TO MOVE 
PEOPLE, JUST 
LIKE SHE DID. 


I FOUND OUT 
LATER... 


I DIDN’T 
WANNA 
DIE ANY- 
MORE. 








Sarees 





= 
Seti 


Se 
SER 
Cee 

= 





I LOVE IT, : : 
ANDIREALLY | 4° =  C*STsCs'M THINKING 
WANT TO fies 2 8 ‘4 | MAYBE I SHOULD 
KEEP AT IT... JR = = | GIVE UP ON 
! ‘ teas | BECOMING A 
BUT I ‘meour 8 Se SINGER. 
JUST GET | 
REJECTED 
AT EVERY | , , 
AUDITION. | : | @ a ‘al mo 


HONEST... 


I THINK 
THIS MIGHT 
BE IT FOR 





















BE 











AS YOU CAN SEE, 


YOUR SINGING HAS ve 
ALREADY SAVED SELF, MY 
ONE PERSON. HE LADY. 


STANDS BEFORE 
YOUR VERY EYES. 


IT SHOOK 
MY HEART AND T HAVE 
INSTILLED IN ME & HEARD 
THE DESIRE TO YOU SING 
HELP YOU USE THREE 
YOUR VOICE TO 
MOVE OTHERS. 





THREE 
TIMES... 























CHAPTER? END 


I’VE MADE 
MY DECISION. 
HENCEFORTH, 
CONSIDER ME 

YOUR PERSONAL 

TACTICIAN. 


































































































WHA-?/ 
A TACTICIAN?/ 


YOU LOOK SO 
SERIOUS, BUT 
YOU’VE GOTTA 
BE JOKING, 
RIGHT? 


MAO LU... IF 
AN HONEST 
MAN SHOWS 
HIS SINCER- 


ITY THREE 
IT WOULD BE TIMES... * 


DISHONORABLE 
TO TURN MY 
BACK ON SUCH 
DEDICATION. 


* =A1H - LITERALLY “PAYING THREE VISITS TO THE 
THATCHED COTTAGE.” THIS DESCRIBES AN INCIDENT 
IN THE ROMANCE OF THREE KINGDOMS WHEN LIU BEI 
VISITED KONGMING THREE TIMES TO ASK FOR HIS AID. 
ON THE THIRD TIME, KONGMING WAS SO IMPRESSED 
BY HIS SINCERITY THAT HE AGREED TO JOIN HIM. 





TO HAVE 
AN AUDIENCE TO 
OF TEN DEBUT AS 


THOUSAND A SINGER? 


AT YOUR TO BECOME 
PERFOR- FAMOUS? 


MANCE? 


I, 
KONGMING, 
SWEAR TO 

AID YOU 
UNTIL 
MY LAST 
BREATH. 


AND MORE THAN 

ANYTHING ELSE, I 

AM CONFIDENT IN 
YOUR TALENT. 


WHAT 
IS YOUR 
DREAM, 

LADY 

EIKO? 


REGARDLESS 
OF THE SIZE 
OF YOUR 
DREAM, OR THE 
DIFFICULTY OF 
THE PATH... 


YOU HAVE 
THE POWER TO 
EXPRESS YOUR 

FEELINGS... 








I DON’T 
HAVE ANY 


ORDERS, 
HUH... 
HAHA... 


THAT’S 
NOT MY 
STYLE... 


I SHALL 
SHARE MY 
WISDOM, 
HOWEVER 
SMALL, TO 





QUIT YOUR 
PURSUIT TO 
BECOME A 
SINGER... 


YOUR FANS 
WILL BE 
CRUSHED. 


WHY, OF 
COURSE 
YOU DO. I 
AM RIGHT 


I AM READY 
TO ACCEPT 
ANY ORDER. 





SAYING 
JUST AIN'T THAT'S 


FAIR! JUST... 
LIKE... 





THOUGH, 
I DO FEEL 
LIKE GIVING 
IT ANOTHER 
TRY... 


WONDERFUL, 
MY LADY. 


BUT I AIN’T 
ORDERING 
YOU AROUND! 





GAH, I’VE 
GOTTA BE 
POSITIVE! 


I’VE 
ALREADY 
DECIDED, SO 
I’M GONNA GIVE 
IT ANOTHER 
TRY! 


AT THE WORLD’S 
BIGGEST MUSIC 
FESTIVAL, 


*“VOICELL LAND”... 


BUT, 208 
FOLLOWERS 
AIN’T GONNA 

CUT IT... 


I WANT - 
A LOT OF 
PEOPLE TO Fira 
HEAR ME ave 
SING... 


I WANT TO 
PERFORM IN 
BELGIUM... 








LET’S 
START 
“EVERY SMALL— 
JOURNEY WITH WHAT 
STARTS I CAN DO! 
WITH A 
SINGLE 
STEP!” 





KONGMING, 
DID YOU REALLY 
VOLUNTEER 
TO BE EIKO’S 
MANAGER? 
































SHE’S GOT 
THAT IS ne CALL ME A 
FINE. =| TOPAY YA, TACTICIAN, 
YOU KNOW? GOOD SIR. 





GREED 
HAS NEVER 
BEEN ONE 

OF MY 








\ HEH 
YOU —= *\\) | HEH 
SERIOUSLY - | | HEH... 
CRACK ME 
UP... 































































































































ANYWAY, 












INTELLIGENCE 
YOU WANTED 
FROM THE 
SINGERS WITHIN TO GO SEE THE 
IN NEIGHBORING Z2ZO EVENT IN 
TOWNSHIPS. SHIBUYA? 






I WILL 
BE INVESTI- 
GATING WITH 
LADY EIKO. 









ner 
‘Sra SUNN ETT 
an want 


NICE/ 
you ARE My | | YER JUST YOU 
EMPLOYER. LIKE A HAVE MY 
RETAINER: GRATITUDE. 







AND THUS, 
I, YOUR RE- 
TAINER. THAT 
IS NATURALLY 
THE PROPER 
WAY TO ACT. 


IT’S LIKE 
YER ABOUT 
TO COME UP 
WITH ANOTHER 
ONE OF YOUR 




































I’LL ASK YA 
FOR SOME 
FORTUNE 
TELLING 
LATER! 




















SO, WHAT 
ARE YOUR 
THOUGHTS ON 
“THE STONE 
SENTINEL 
MAZE“7* 


Se 


* GSe/\iB - LITERALLY “THE EIGHTH FORMATION OF THE STONE SOLDIERS.” IT WAS A STONE FORMATION THOUGHT 

























WITH 
NO ENEMY 
TO FACE, MY 
*TRICKS” 
WOULD BE 
NOTHING 
BUT IDLE 
THOUGHTS. 








I MAY PERFORM 
DIVINATION TO 
PEER INTO THE 

COSMOS, IF 

YOU WISH. 
















BY THE WAY, 
KONGMING HAD 
A PLETHORA OF 
STRATEGIES UP 
HIS SLEEVES... 





back 


neve! 


COMMANDER 
OF WU, 
LU XUN. 


AND THUS, 
HE ADVISED LIU 
BEI TO LEAD 
LU XUN AND 
HIS ARMY INTO 


CROWD O 
STONES, PLACED 
INA VERY 
DELIBERATE 
FORMATION... 





i See. 
SO THAT’S 
WHAT THEY 

DECIDED TO 
CALL IT... 


INDEED... 
THE STORY 
MAY BE EX- 

AGGERATED, 




















AND THE 
ABILITY 
TO READ 
A MAN’S 







IMPOSSIBLE. 





IT’S SAID 
THAT THE 
AND MAGIC BEHIND 
THEY NEVER THE FORMATION 
ESCAPED KEPT LU XUN 
THAT STONE AND HIS MEN 
FORMATION// TRAPPED... 


SURE, IT 
SOUNDS 


CAN’T BE 
POSSIBLE, 























AW, 
KONGMING/ 
YOU’RE 
TOTALLY 
KNEE-DEEP 
INTO MUSIC 


C’MON! ’ 
GET YOUR ALREADY! 


BUTT OVER 
HERE AND 
JOIN THE 
MUSIC 
FANATICS! 























I SEE. SHE HAS 
OVER 100,000 
FOLLOWERS ON 
INSTAGRAM 
AT THE YOUNG 
AGE OF 26. 


SHE’S A 
FAMOUS 
SINGER WHO 
POSSESSES 
BOTH ELE- 
GANCE AND 
ALLURE. 


YOU’RE NEVER 
GONNA DROP 
THAT LOOK, 
ARE YA? 


REGARDING 
THIS MIA 
IRIOMOTE... 


SHE 
IS THE 
EVENT’S 
HEAD- 
LINER. 


ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD, 
SHE WOULD BE 
THE LEADING 
GENERAL 
OF TODAY’S 
BATTLE. 





: 


IHOPE POPULAR. 
THE EVENT 


TO LEARN 
A THING OR 
TWO FROM 
HER TODA’ 


SS a 
SSS 
SS SEAS 


ft 
gy 


: 


ie 


s 


: 





‘S 


YOU NEED NOT 


(a) 

ta 

aN” 

Z wi 

5-1 

, ~. 
be 

<5 

iL 

Oo 


‘IF YOU KNOW 
THE ENEMY AND 
KNOW YOURSELF, 


5 
=) 
W 
uw 
a4 
u) 
— 
- 
a4 
< 
ul 
LL 


EVERYONE'S 


YEAH, DUH 
SHE’S GONNA 
HYPED U 


WOULD BE 
COME OUT WHEN 





It's the 
moment 
you've 
been 
waiting 
for! 





That 
hot new 


singer 
appearing 

on the 

club 


scene 
nightly... 
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SHE ; 
STARTED pe 
OUT DOING ae 
RIHANNA GOOD: 
COVERS! 







SHE HAS 
CERTAINLY 





SHE’S 
GOT 
BALLS, I 
TELL YA/ 


LADY 
EIKO, THE 
BPM HAS 
HOW COULD SLOWED, 
A SLOWER HAS IT 
SONG CONTINUE NOT? 
THE “HYPE” 
CREATED 


OH, USUALLY 
YOU’D WANT TO 
FIND A SONG 
WITH SIMILAR 
BPM SO YOU 
DON’T BREAK 
THE FLOW, BUT... 


IT FEELS 
LIKE YOU’VE 
CALMED 
DOWN A BIT, 





CLUBS 
ALWAYS HAVE 
DAYS LIKE 
THAT. 


SO, IT’S BEST 
TO GO DOWN 
A BIT FIRST, 
THEN BRING 
PEOPLE BACK 
UP AGAIN. 


EXACTLY! 


HUH, YOU 
TOTALLY 
GET IT, 
DON’T 


RIGHT? 


WELL, PEOPLE 
ARE GONNA GET 
BORED IF IT’S 
ALL NON-STOP 
HYPE. 


RELIEVING 
THE TENSION, 
THEN BRINGING 
IT BACK UP LIKE 
THIS, PREVENTS 
THEIR EXCITEMENT 
FROM FADING. 

















MIA’S 
SINGING 
IS SOOOO 

GOOD.. 


IAM SO 
JEALOUS 
OF HER 
HUSKY 
VOICE... 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BUT... WHY 
WOULD SHE 
CHOOSE THIS 
MOMENT TO 
DO SO? 


THE PREVIOUS 
SINGERS HAD 
ELEVATED THE 
TENSION TO SUCH 
HEIGHTS. IT SEEMS 
LIKE A WASTE 
TO LOWER IT. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a THE ORGANIZE: 
YING,TO PICK A 





WHE AUDIENCE AIN,T 
'B1G'ENOUGH FOR ME. 
I MY MANAGER DIDN'T 
BEC. ME.TO O,THIS, 
LZ WOULDN'T, EVEN STEP 
OUT ON,THE DAMN 





SERVES, YOU RIGHT. 
THAT'S WHAT YOU 
GET, FOR: TELLING ME 
I CAN DO WHATEVER 
; ELL: I WANT. 







































































































































LOOK 
AT THEM, 
FREAKING 
OUT AFTER 
I DROPPED 
THE TEMPO. 




























































































































































































































































































THE 
SONG HAS 
CHANGED. 





SHE STARTS 
wt WITH A LOWER 
THERE’S HER — , 3 Teo THEN 
POWERFUL = wer | RADUALLY 
| og BRINGS IT UP 

| AGAIN. 


q TOAVOID BORING 
CAN’T HELP | THE AUDIENCE, 
A DANCER TAKES 
BUT BECOME \ 
ENTRANCED, ’ THE STAGE, AND 
| SHE DANCES 
HERSELF TOO. 
















I’M 
IMPRESSED. 
IT’S OBVIOUS 
WHY SHE’S 
POPULAR. 








HOWEVER... 





IS. 1T 
SOMETHING 
70 DO WITH 

MIA HERSELF 

MUTTERING 

OVER THERE 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT 

WON’T BRING 

ME TO AN 
ANSWER. 


SHE 1S NOT 
AS ALLURING 
AND GRAB THE 


AS LADY EIKO. 
C’MON, KONG- 
MING/ QUIT 
GLOW STICKS! 


1S HER 
VOICE JUST 
INEFFECTIVE 


I SHOULD 
JUST ENJOY 
THE MUSIC I 


CS 
N 
X 
Ww 


HEHEH... 
MUSIC 1S 


SP 


noes Konan 


5 
S 
= 
= 
S 
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MIA! THERE’S 
SOME COSPLAY 
FREAK WHO’S 
CALLING HIM- 

' SELF YOUR FAN 
\ HERE TO SEE 


DUNNO? 


NOW THEN, 
LET US 
MAKE OUR 
MOVE. 


WE’VE COME 
TO SHOW OUR 
SUPPORT. 
PLEASE ALLOW 
US TO SPEAK 
WITH HER. 
























































WE ARE 
ADY MIA’S 




















HELLA 
FUN! 



































































































































































































































































































HP YOUR 
| PERFORMANCE a ’S YOU NEED 
HAS LEFT ME = | SOMETHING 
SPEECHLESS. ~ | FROM ME? 
I WISH TO 
CONVEY HOW 
IMPRESSED 
I AM. 


























MIA, YOUR 
See ts SINGING’S SUPER 

tHoucH, 1°? ; =| AWESOME! 

t] \ ] 

I’M JUST AN Ait» T HAD FUN: 
AMATEUR... 
BUT I SING 
AT BB CLUB/ 





















































MY STAGE ah ne 2. OH? 
NAME’S cece, YOU’RE A 
SAME, BUT patie: 
ALL IN CAPS, : 
“EIKO”! 





















































WAIT 
RIGHT 
HERE... 














A 
Ne yt 
\. LAG 
) Wa 
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fae 


HOLY HELL/ 
MIA JUST 
ASKED ME 

FOR MY 
NAME! 





YOUR ALLURE 
CAN CLEARA ~°" 





I AM NOT 
SURPRISED 
THAT YOU 
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HEY, YOU 
FREE THIS 





YOU SHOULD 
PERFORM 
AT THIS LIVE 
EVENT T’LL 









I’LL DM YEAH. HUH?! 

YOU THE ARE YOU 
DEETS SERIOUS?! 
LATER. 




























































































































































































"HER. TH-THANK 
MANAGER? YOU SO 
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Z& MUCH, MIA/ 




































































































































































































































































































































































WOULD’VE 

THOUGHT 

IT WOULD 

TURN OUT 

LIKE THIS 
2 







































































il! 


COSPLAYING 

TO STAND OUT, 

HUH? IT’S NOT 
A BAD IDEA. 

















OH, NO, 
UMM... 
THAT’S NOT 
ACTUALLY 
WHY... 





IT’S FORA 
POPULAR 
EVENT! 


SHE’S 
GONNA LET 
ME SING 
AT “LADY’S 
READY 
NIGHT”! 


I’VE NEVER 
BEEN OFFERED 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS BEFORE/ 
I’M THRILLED/ 


MY 
LUCK’S 
FINALLY 
TURNING 
AROUND! 


THAT’S 
A PRETTY 
BIG STAGE 
























































MIA 
MESSAGED 


LIVE EVENT 
AT CLUB 
WAAARP. 


Vor I 
a: 
RY 


a 
Pe 























HUH? BUT, 
LOOK AT THE 


IS THIS 
FOR SCHEDULE... 


REAL? 


YOU’RE GONNA 
BE ON AT THE 
SAME TIME AS 
MIA IRIOMOTE. 





SO THAT 
WAS HER 
FLAN... 


SO EVEN IF , 
I’M ON AT THE BUT HEY, MIA’S 


SAME TIME AS MS : THE ONE WHO 
HER, THERE’LL GAVE ME THIS 
STILL BE PEOPLE SX | OPPORTUNITY! 


THERE! 
~~ AL__/ 
MIA YES, —}\ ——— 


INVITED } KONGMING/ 






























TO THIS EIKO’S BEING 
USED. 






































YES. A ONCE 


INA LIFETIME |__| 


OPPORTUNITY, 
I MUST SAY. 


AND I SHALL 

DO MY VERY 

BEST TO AID 
YOU. 


MY CROWD 
FILLS THE 
WHOLE ROOM! 


JUST 
KIDDING, 



































KONGMING, 
THIS IS MY 
CHANCE, 
YEAH?! 


NOW, IF 
YOU WISH... 
GIVE ME MY 
ORDERS, MY 

LADY... 


ALL RIGHT! 

THEN, 
MAKE M TACTICIAN 
Lees yi KONGMING/ 


WAAARP So I COMMAND 
SUCCESS- YOU! 










































































THE HEAVENS 
WILL SURELY 
LAY THE PATH 
FOR THY 
COMMANDER/ 
CHAPTERS END 


xr N 
OXN 
Owe 
e233 
pre 

oO 


y 


VICTORY 
IS CLOSE 
AT HAN 


I HAVE BEEN 
WAITING TO 
HEAR YOU 
SAY THAT, 
MY LADY... 
IT IS TIME 
FOR ME TO AID 
YOU AS YOUR 
TACTICIAN 

















THINKING 
ABOUT IT 
WON'T BRING 
ME TO AN 
ANSWER, 


/ FOR NOW, 
_ ~ISHOULD 
JUST 

| ENTOY THE 
| MUSIC IAM 
| HEARING. 












YOU’‘RE 
4¥ PRACTICING 
BEFORE WORK 











DILIGENT. 











YOU MUST 
BE WORRIED 
ABOUT THE 
NUMBER 
OF GUESTS 
FOR YOUR 


CAN YOU 
PLEASE 
NOT READ 
MY MIND?! 





BEGINS? HOW _ 











——— 


cuaPteR Kongming, to Strategize, 





Sayonara 
vin Tails 


wae DO 


NAOMYYY 












THE EVENT PECORO O~ 
eee BOSS, AT |OSaWée 
THREE FLOORS, rei 
WITH SINGERS NiGu 
PERFORMING AT ss 
EACH ONE. 







Gorichi 






















THE GUESTS 
ARE FREE TO 
GO BETWEEN 
FLOORS AS 
THEY WISH. 



















I THOUGHT NO ONE’S HOWEVER, THE 








THIS WAS GONNA ON THE PROSPECT 
MY CHANCE, i COME OTHER HAND, OF LISTENING 

BUT NOW | {| ( WATCH POPULAR TO SO MANY 
I’M NOT SO : : ME... ARTISTS ARTISTS 

SURE... YL InN ARE GOING AT ONCE 






PIQUES MY 
INTEREST. 


TO ATTRACT 
MOST OF THE 
GUESTS. 


IRIOMOTE 


SHE 1S AN INFLUENTIAL 
“YSINGER WITHA LONG. % 
HISTORY, IN, THE CLUB SCENE 
BANC MANY OAL FANS, 


OR. 


SSR SS 
os ee SRG, vv — 7 


SN 


WHEREAS MIA’S 
"FLOOR WILL BE | 


‘EIKO, TO SING AT. THE 
“SAME TIME SO AS TO 
PINCREASE HER OWN - 

| AUDIENCE, 





























BUT IT’S MERE 
D | : CHILD’S PLAY 
THERE’S 
THAT SUDDEN AGAINST MY 
SMUG LOOK : = CAPABILITIES. 
AGAIN... ; 





























SHE’S STILL 
WORRIED ABOUT > 
THE AUDIENCE 
NUMBERS, BUT 
HER EAGERNESS 
CAN OUTSHINE 
ANY OTHER’S. 












SHE IS 
CURRENTLY 
STILL 
PRACTICING. 





















KONG- 


HOW'S MING... 
EIKO 
DOIN’? 













































































































HERE’S 
THE FLOOR 
PLAN FOR 
CLUB WAAARP 
I PROMISED 
YA. 


































OH, MY. YOU 
MUST KNOW 
SOMEONE 
AT WAAARP, 


Ww 











































I BOOKED 
THAT NEWBIE 
IN FOR THIS 
WEEKEND’S 
LRN EVENT. 


































































































OH, 
THAT GIRL. 
I TOTALLY 
FORGOT. 
THANKS. 

















THAT NOOB _ YOU 
WITH 200 FORGOT 
FOLLOWERS. 
THE GIRL 
WHO CAME 
TO SEE YOU 
WITH THAT 
COSPLAY 
FREAK... 


















































NOW ALL 
THE GUESTS 




















ARE GONNA PROMOTION 

FLOOD YOUR AND STRONG 
PERFOR- COMMUNICATION 
MANCE. TRUMPS ACTUAL 
SINGING ABILITIES 


THESE DAYS. 


HEH, THIS 
FEELS 
KINDA 

LOW. 


I-I MEAN, 
YOUR 
SINGING’S 
BETTER 


TOO, OF 
COURSE! 


— 




























































































SEN 
pas 


et 


OARS 
pieneet toes 


I’M SO 
NERVOUS... 




































































EIKO? 
IT’S YOUR 
TURN! 










































































ceed 
Reseed 


eS 
oe 


terres 
Ses 

Reese 

SERRE 


Se 
Racrnos 
Seen Stones 
Sopeiee nnueen ay 
ce 


Roemer 

Se 
Soren 
eerie 


| —___—SsSs_ NO TURNING 
= Ready light — BACK NOW/ 
Volume 14! , — 


[ext 
on stage, 
we've 
got ITlia 
lnomaote! 











THE CROWD 








HERE'S 
SANE. 


i 


w 
RS 
Ra 
Ry 

S 





VAND EIKO'S. 
ASTILL HER USUAL 
VSELF HER VOICE 















THIS WAY, 
MY GOOD 


















































































































































HE’S USING 
ALCOHOL TO 
LURE IN THE 
AUWENCE? 


WELL, 

I MEAN AT 
LEAST SOME OF 
‘EM WILL STAY 
AND LISTEN 
ONCE THEY 
HEAR EIKO 


COME, 
GOOD SIRS/ 
ALLOW ME TO 
TREAT YOU 
TO A DRINK/ 


KONG- 
MING, 
WHAT'RE 
YOU 
DOIN’? 


THAT'S IT? 
THAT’S 
HIS PLAN? 






























































































































































THERE’S 
NO ONE 
ON THIS 

FLOOR. 








PEOPLE THEY'RE JUST 


pedap pails HERE FOR THE 
BOOZE! HOW'S 


7O WHERE , : 
: THIS GONNA 
CROWDS HELPP 


GATHER.../ 


| HUH? 
PFFT, : ——_ WEREN’T 


THAT’S THE |: : i ‘ THE STAIRS 
BATHROOM, “4 eke SUPPOSED 


DUMBASS. i | TO BE THIS 
WAY? 















IN Alt ODD... 






HONESTY WASN’T IT 
Wns i “| SUPPOSED 
Vl 


| TO BE BY 


RIWICULOUS...f THE TREE? 


ie 


I FEEL LIKE 
AN IDIOT FOR 
BELIEVING THAT 
THIS FRAUDSTER 
COULD PULL OFF 
A PLAN WORTHY 
OF KONGMING’S 

NAME...! 


SF = NIL We 


So 
3 ape 





























SNE 
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asl : 
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We 


AUDIENCE /S... 
THINNING? 


















































WHYS 
THE CROWD 
GROWING?! 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ee 


OF KONG- 
MING’S 
PLAN? 


2 


Pe 


GUH, 
I CAN’T 
FIND THE 
STAIRS! 


C’MON, 
GIRL! SHE’S 
NOT BAD/ 
BUT... 
WHAT 


KIND OF 
TRICKERY 
IS THIS?/ 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































KONG- 4 AH, SOIT 
MING?! pean 


IT’S 
MERELY @#& : 7 
THE Fact [We I] tips ruey \\ HAVE YOU 
THAT THEY [7 PONT DONE?! 


LEAVE... 


TWO MEN 
THE SAME : THE FLOORS 
CLOTHES ARE COVERED NOW, 
CIRCULATING ALLOW ME TO 
BETWEEN THE IN SMOKE 
\ ENTRANCE... FLICKERING TO GIVE THE EXPLAIN... 


ADEED IN SHE 4 PERFORMANCE 

AUDIENCE’S AN AIR OF 
LINE OF VISION, MYSTERY. 
NUMBING THEIR 

ABILITY TO 
DISCERN THEIR 

SURROUND- 

INGS. 





AND THE 
EMPLOYEE 
ENTRANCE, 

ALL AT 
DIFFERENT 

TIMES TO 

CONFUSE 
THE AUDI- 

ENCE. 
















































































PRO- 
JECTORS 


ARE SET UP 
TO DISPLAY 
A NUMBER 


OF BAR 


GIVING THE COUNT- 
ILLUSION ERS ALL 


OF THERE ACROSS 


BEING FAR 
MORE THAN als 
THERE ROOM. oo 
ACTUALLY 
ARE. 















































































































































THE 
TWO BARS 
ALONG THE 
AISLE ADD 

TO THE 
FINISHING 
TOUCH. 

















WHEN PLACED 
EVENLY SPREAD 
ACROSS THE 
ROOM, IT DOES 
MORE TO 
CONFUSE OUR 
TARGETS THAN 
HELP GUIDE 
THEM. 


FROM 

ALL 360 

THUS, DEGREES, 

yl at YOU CAN 
STILL 

PIECES = VIEW THE 
SET IN SAGE. 


MOTION, 
THIS 
RESULTS 
IN... 


THE 
TRIANGULAR 
FORMATION OF 
TREES SERVES 
THE SAME 
FUNCTION AS 
OUR FLAG 
WOULD ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, THIS 
ROOM IS 
DESIGNED TO 
HAVE LADY 
EIKO AND THE 
DJ IN THE 
CENTER OF 
FOCUS. 





IMPOS- 
SIBLE.../ 
THEY’RE 

ALL LOST 

ON THIS 
































«oo THE 
AUDIENCE HAVING 
LOST THEIR WAY, 
UNABLE TO LEAVE 
THE FLOOR. EVEN 
AFTER CIRCLING 

THE FLOOR, THEY’LL 
MERELY FIND 
THEMSELVES IN 
FRONT OF THE 


i BATHROOM. 


SEE FOR 
YOURSELF. 





IT’S AS 
GOOD ; 
SIR, IS IF THEY’RE 


THISHAS = | SIRS || BECKONED | THEY LOOK 


GOT TO BE TO THE CONFUSED. 


LIT? ee : 
cos SATROOM 


COINCIDENCE AGAINST 
RIGHT2/ THEIR WILL. 


SIR BOSS, AS 
A SCHOLAR 

eee THE NAME : OF THE THREE 
OF THIS KINGDOMS, 


STRATEGY... S. geworo 


KNOW... 


































































































SENTINEL 




































































































































































THE IMPOSSIBLE 
MAZE THAT TRAPS 


= 


ALL WHO STEP 


7 


oe 


DID HE ACTUALLY 
CREATE THE STONE 
SENTINEL MAZE 
HERE?! ON THIS 
FLOOR?! 





































































































ITIS NOTA 
BUT WITH = FORMATION 
THE MUSIC, | PREFER TO 


THE VENTI- 
I WAS LATION, THE rebipaiet el 


ALSO ABLE SMOKE, THE 

TO USE THE PROJECTION, SPACE--- 
POSITION OF || THE LIGHTING... 

THE ENTRANCE | IT WAS SIMPLY 


AND THE 
BATHROOM TO TOO RAS: 


THEIR FULLEST 
POTENTIAL IN 
ACCORDANCE 

WITH FENG 
SHUI. 


KONGMING, 
YOU 
BASTARD... 

















A GLANCE AT 
a THE FLOOR 
= PLEASE, 
Z| sIR BOSS, CeNOUcn 
DON’T BE 
WOSTEAI FOR ME TO 
aN FORMULATE 
THIS FITTING 
STRATEGY. 








E 




























































































































ALTHOUGH I 
DID TRAP THE 
AUDIENCE... 





THE TRUE 
REASON 
WHY THE 

CROWD HAS 

DECIDED TO 

STAY IS... 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ALLURING 
POWER OF 
LADY EIKO’S 














WHO DID 
YOU THINK 
WAS BEST 

TODAY? 


TOTALLY 
CUTE, 


: HOW 


WATCH. AND IRIOMOTE? 
NO ONE ELSE 
DID EITHER, 






































MY FLOOR 
WAS EMPTY! HOW 
AND THAT DID YOU 
ae LET THIS 
ewe HAPPEN?! 


CROWD?! 





























SHE ONE- 

UPPED ME 

BECAUSE 
OF OUR 


MANAGERS 


oeee 



































H-HER 
CRAZY- 
LOOKING 
MANAGER 
LED EVERY- 
ONE AWAY.../ 


I’M NOT 
GOING TO 
LET HER 
GET AWAY 


SCOTT- 


met Uibys 
ABs! Reapy 
car 





MY PHONE 
WON'T STOP... 


YOU CAN 
TURN OFF THE 
NOTIFICATIONS, 

MY LADY. 


EIKO, YOU 
MUST BE 
TIRED. 


WHAT 
DO I DO?! 
I BROKE 1,000 
FOLLOWERS IN 
ONE NIGHT! 

































































































































YOU IT WON’T 

BE HARD 

Te FOR YOUR 

ANY FOLLOW- 
SENSE... ERS 


TO EXCEED 
EVEN GENERAL 
HAN XIN’S 
MILLION 
SOLDIERS IN 
NUMBER... 


BUT THANKS. 
THIS IS ALL 
BECAUSE 

OF YOU, 

KONGMING. 





SOMEONE 
REALLY 
SMART? 





me 
, YOU WILL 
10,000, ONLY BE 
100,000... GETTING 
MORE, 
LADY 


EIKO... 





I JUST 
REALIZED, 
BUT...ARE YOU 
ACTUALLY... 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































eee 








ee 
ee 


SCHOLAR 
NOW... 





I AM BUT A 
WANDERING 


NOTHING 
BUT A 


eReepeRRiNts 


MERE BAR- 
TENDER. 


’ 
Hf 


HELL YEAH 
PART-TIMER 





BUT 


CHAPTER END 


I GUESS 
TOO... 


ERR 
I’M ONE, 











































































































































































































COME, 








J GOOD SIRS! 
ASN ALLOW ME 
Va ) TO TRE. AT 
A YOU TO A 
DRINK/ 
oe 
1\ \ 
| \ 
] ' 
a 
| \ 
| \ \ _ 
| \ _ 












































































































































































cHAPTER} Kongming, to Join the Festival 


























YOUR 
& FOLLOWER 
— "AL HEY! DON’T “= cCouNnT HAS 
=X LOOK AT IT! GROWN 
= QUITE A LOT, 
| HAS IS NOT? 



























































OH, LADY 
EIKO, YOU 
MAKE ME 
WEEP... 
























































ae IT SADDENS 
DO NOT FORGET et alas aa 
THAT THERE ARE FOR GREATNESS 
MANY WHO AWAIT : || BE SO DELIGHTED 
TO HEAR YOU ‘. } \ BY THE SMALLEST 
be: OF SUCCESSES. 




















THE ONLY 
THING THAT CAN 
SAVE THOSE 
Seer ; IMPRISONED IN 
THE CHASMS OF 
DEATH IS YOUR 
BEAUTIFUL 























I'LL PRACTICE 
OH YES, THAT | | HARD SO THE YOU'RE TRYING 
Rae || CROWELL TO TELL ME 
ALREADY BEEN| | SELVES EVEN SIGHT OF MY 
SCHEDULED. MORE NEXT GOAL, RIGHT? 





IT’S AT THE 
*YOYOGI! ART 
FESTIVAL”! 


YO, HOLD YOUR 
HORSES. I HEARD 
THAT THE YOYOGI 
ART FESTIVAL AIN’T 
; NO JOKE. THEY’RE 
HOW’D REALLY STRICT WITH 
YOU GET WHO THEY BRING IN 


HER IN? ’ TO PERFORM. 


HUH, I SENT THEM 
DID YOU PRETTY NICE A VIDEO OF HER 
DO THIS RECORDING PERFORMANCE AT 
THE LRN. IT SEEMS 
THAT WAS ENOUGH 
FOR THEM TO MAKE 
A DECISION. 





‘HBEEREREDUsiD iene pzesEr AIA it Hy We HME, / 
———_——— 





YOU HAVE =a Yl (\ YAR so [ WoNDERFUL HELP. 
MONEY ra | MAN WHO 
FOR THAT? . ) 4 SUPPORTS 
| = | LADY EIKO. 














: THE PRICE 
YOU’RE \ WAS LADY 


EXPLOITING on y } ElikO= 


THE FANS/ mul AN SMEs 





ouTDooR \| - ANYWAY, 
FESTIVAL? : I GET THAT 


AREN'T YOU | , SHE’S GOTTEN 

JUMPIN’ THE 5 MORE POPULAR 

GUN HERE? / SINCE THE LAST 
CONCERT, 


























iis all) WOULD BE THE |. I'VE 
PRIME STEPPING CONCLUDED 
STONE FOR THE THAT THIS 
NEXT PHASE. ee EVENT... 


WELL-HIDDEN 
PLAN MAY 
SERVE AS 

THE ULTIMATE 
STRATEGY 


iL i 
Abe HEHEHEH = Hy, Wi " YA THINK 
MEN ARE a” A by 
HITTING TAMHIDING | wa7 4A O/y TT you are, 
IT OFF... NO IMPERIAL ae Hp 
“ t SEAL, SIR ) 





*SUN CE (#%3%) WAS A WARLORD IN THE THREE KINGDOMS ERA. SUPPOSEDLY, HE EXCHANGED THE 
IMPERIAL SEAL FOR 3,000 SOLDIERS, LEADING TO THE FOUNDING OF THE KINGDOM OF WU. 








NOW, 
WHERE’S OUR A LOTTA 


BOO The PEOPLE ARE 


GONNA HEAR 
ME SING 
TODAY! 


YEAH. 
IT’S A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR YOU TO 
RACK UP SOME 
POPULARITY. 





WOW... 
THERE’RE 
SO MANY 
PEOPLE 
HERE... 

















































































































































































































































































































XX XK XK XX KKK 





BUT. ee 


PARTICIPANTS 
ARE USUALLY 
STATIONED IN 

THE UNPOPULAR 
SPOTS, 

AS LADY 

EIKO IS... 


ii 
z 
4 
< 
ul 
a 
Q 
ay 
H 


ON AT THE 
SAME TIME 


THE FAMOUS 
INDIE BAND 
IN FRONT OF 



































q: 


EIKO’S 
BOOTH 





THIS 
LOCATION 
CAN’T GET 
ANY WORSE. 


YES, THIS 
1S INDEED 
THE BEST 
OPPORTU- 
NITY FOR 


IN FRONT OF 
OUR BOOTH 
1S JET 
JACKET... 


cS 


ie 


\ 





JACKET’S 





BUT THIS 
SERVES AS 
A PRIME 
LOCATION, I 
MUST SAY. 





IT’S LIKELY 
THAT MOST OF 
THE AUDIENCE 

WILL STOP 
THERE BEFORE 

THEY REACH 
OUR BOOTH. 









AND THIS 
TREE’S IN THE 
WAY. THEY WON’T 
EVEN NOTICE 
THE BOOTH. 


APOLOGIES, 
SIR GOSS... 














GET READY! 
YOURE UP AT 
6:00 PM! 




















































































































THINK I’M 
GONNA 
BE OKAY? 


Y-YOU 
REALLY 
THINK 





YOUR SONG NEED NOT 
WILL BECKON WORRY. 
A CROWD, I 
ASSURE YOU. 








I-l’M 
GONNA GO 
PRACTICE 








SHALL ALSO 


START OUR BVI | A LITTLE 
| FIRST... 




















BUT I FEEL LIKE 


KONGMING’S GONNA ODD... MYLAST 


CONCERT WAS JUST 
LIKE THIS, TOO. 


reo A 
SERIOUSLY... 
WHO IS. THAT 

| | Guy? 





















LA 












Ny 


YW 
Z\. 





Es 





AN 









\V 
Z\. 
——S 























Vi 
aX 


Z\ 



























I’M FROM 
JET JACKET, 
JUST OVER 

ON THE 
OTHER SIDE. 


I WANTED 
TO SAY HI 
TO THIS EIKO 
PERSON... 





TwiTcH 


HOW KIND 
FOR YOU 
TO COME 
ALL THIS 
WAY, SIR. 


V7 7 
HE MUST HAVE Ve Aa 
APPROACHED 


5US TO EVALUAT | 


x<] 


iS 


ll 


a ——— 


A 
To 


COO 
S 7 = S Wi 


NS 








XY 








S 


XX 



































- HUH? 
MAN IS JET ||| aa 

Vo ING, IS 
JACKET’S 8 ie pear 
VOCALIST. 7 







































































OH, 







I’M EIKO! WHOA! . 
eee HE'S SUPER 
TO MEET FAMOUS! a 


YOU! 






















































































4m O.. 
sa¥z : 
POLuoOG 
%FAuZz 
-pjeadr 
=o VOud 
Shee 









































BOY, 
KOT ne 


VOLUME 1 END 
mB CONTINUES 











IN VOLUME Ze 


OH, YES. 
I AM MOST 
GRATEFUL 

TO SIR 


KONG- 

MING?! 

I DON’T 
MIND, YOU 
CAN STAY fe 





KONGMING, 
YOU’RE LIVING 
AT THE BOSS’S 





|| 
to Seek an Abode 








INDEED... SHOULDN'T YOU’RE 
IT MAY BE YOU FIND A WORKING 
TIME TO PLACE FOR gy \ NOW, 


FIND AN YOURSELF? 


ABODE I 
MIGHT CALL 
MY OWN. 


WELL/ THEN 





= MY NAME IS 
KYOKA OIZUMI. 
I WILL BE 
HELPING YOU 


ce] 
- TS WELCOME. 


YOU FEEL 
ABOUT THIS 
RESIDENCE? 


























IT’S NICE/ IT’S 
ONLY A SEVEN 
MINUTE WALK TO 
THE STATION. 
AND YOU DON’T 
APARTMENT LEASE g HAVE TO PAY 


I | | | Chohara Apartment FOR RENTAL 
h y) | dgartment numbers 105-2038 RIGHTS! 
Mh 


Deposit: 1 month's worth of rent 


*110,000 JPY IS ABOUT $1,030.00 USD. 


I’M TERRIBLY 
SORRY, BUT I 
WILL HAVE TO 
TURN DOWN 
THIS OFFER. 





IF YOU’RE 
GONNA ACT 
CRAZY, ONLY 
DO IT WHEN 

YOURE 
TALKING TO 
THE BOSS, 

PLEASE. 


THE NAME 
IS MUCH TOO 
UNLUCKY, 
MY LADY. 


THE 
APARTMENT IS 
NAMED DING 
YUAN. HE WAS 
ULTIMATELY 
BETRAYED AND 
BEHEADED BY 
HIS BELOVED 
FOSTER SON, 
LU BU... 





BY SOUTH, 














WHICH EXACT 








DIRECTION 
WOULD YOU 
MEAN? 


HAH.../ 
MY THREE 
KINGDOM’S 


IT FACES 
THE SOUTH, 
SO YOU’LL 


a f= ALL RIGHT, 
GET A THEN HOW 
WONDERFUL ABOUT 


STREAM OF 
SUNLIGHT. 


THIS ONE? 
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75 minute walk from Shibuya Station 


Jan Ball 
Apartment number 107 


Security Deposit: 1 month’s worth of rent 
Faces the south! 


Price: 90,000 JPY 
Gets great sun! 
1K 23 square meters 





*90,000 JPY IS ABOUT $850.00 USD 


THE WIND 
AND THE FLOW OF 
ENERGY DEPENDS 
ON THE POSITION 
OF THE WINDOWS... 


I WILL NOT 
ACCEPT A 

ROOM WITH 
UNLUCKY 





FENG SHUI. 


TRY TO FIND 
SOMETHING 
THAT MATCHES 
YOUR TASTES 
AS CLOSE AS 
POSSIBLE... 
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I WOULD 
LIKE TO KNOW 
THE EXACT 
LOCATION OF 
THE WINDOWS. 














SIR...WHAT 
EXACTLY 
ARE YOU 
LOOKING 

FOR? 





IN HIS YOUTH, 
HE CARRIED EVEN FOR THE 
GRAND DREAMS DESCENDANT OF 
SELLING IN HIS HEART THE PRINCE OF AND THUS, 
SHOES AND AND LIVED IN ZHONGSHAN, LIU WE ARE 
IMPOVERISHED BEI XUANDE... LIMITED BY 
MATS OF MODESTY WITH 
STRAW TO HIS MOTHER... OUR ARMY 


MAKE A Le : FUNDS... 
LIVING. oe 


DON’T 
YOU MILITARY STRATEGIES INCLUDE 
AGREE, \\\ STORING MONEY FOR TIMES 
LADY \ OF NEED. GREED IS A BLIGHT 
KYOKA? ANY Ca ON THE POOR. MATERIALISM 
a \ \ IS BUT A DISGRACE. 


KEEP IT 
| SHORT AND 
4 SWEET! USE 
ONLY ONE 
SENTENCE! 
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PLEASE FIND 

ME A PLACE THAT 
IS FIVE MINUTES 
YOU GONNA AWAY FROM 
FIND SOME- SHIBUYA STATION 
PLACE THAT AND COSTS ONLY 
CHEAP AND —ee | ee \ 30,000 YEN 
CONVENIENT ee he 
2/ 














*ABOUT $280.00 USD. 


I UNDER- 
STAND/ AS 
YOU WISH, 
I SHALL TRY 
TO FIND A 
PLACE THAT 
SUITS YOUR 
TASTES!!! 


KONGMING... 
COME CHAT 
ABOUT THREE 
KINGDOMS 
WITH ME 
ALL NIGHT, 

PLEASE... 














Researchfendshere! 
eames 
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